PuzzLES
(Message by Pastor Joe Keenan, given 4/15/2007)

Our lives are very much like a puzzle — made up of so many different circumstances and
situations. When we pick up one small puzzk piece of a certain incident in our life and begin to
stare at it, it may not make any sense to usat all, and we wonder and ask ourselves: “WhereisGod
in this situation?” But when that piece is put together with all the other pieces of this puzzle, then,
amazingly, we can see that it forms a beautiful picture that glorifies God.

The normal puzzk that we buy in a store is made of cardboard and ink, but our life is a
“living puzzk.” With a cardboard puzzk, when we can’t figure out where one piece goes, it s easy
to justmove on to the next piece. But the “living puzde” of our life is not like that. It isnot posdble
to just move on.In factthese “living pieces’ oftenrebeland have their own mind about where they
want to be placed.

What we want to do in this messaye is toshed a little bit of light on what God wants todo in our life. We will be looking at five
important points that may help usto understand and better cooperate with the Lord so that this puzzle of our life can come together
in a way that glorifies God as He originally intended.

1. We must Be Careful with the Choices We Make.

“See, | have set tefore thee this day life and good, and death and evil . . . | call heaven and earth to record this day against
you, that | have setbefore you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life , that both thou and thy seed may
live” (D euteronomy 30:15,19).

The cardboard puzde we buy in the store has no choice asto where each piece will fit, neither does it choosewhich piece should
be picked up next. Contrast that to our lives, this “living puzzle” and we see that each piece involves choices. As it sas in
Deuteronomy, there are choices set fefore us and we must be very careful to choose what is pleasing in God’s eyes.

The New Covenant experience saysthat God will write upon our hearts and minds, and we don’t alwaysneed someone telling
us what to do, for deep inside our heart, we can begin to learn what pleases God. There are some choices which may not seemso
important, butother decisionswe have to makeare extremely important and we must takegreat care. There are life-changing decisions
that we must make such aschoosing our marriage patner, or deciding which job to take. There are choicesin areaslike our finances
and whatwe do with them. Anothervery important areathat candrastically affect our liveshasto do with the friendsthat we choose.
If we choose the right people as friends, those people can be used to draw us closer to God. Or we can choose the wrong kind of
friends and find ourselves getting discouraged and distancing ourselves from the Lord. The choices we make are so important and
they can dradically alter the final outcome of our life.

Now the beautiful about oru God isthat when we realize we have made a wrong choice in life and we sincerely repent, then He
can take our mistakes and miraculously turn them around into a blessing!

Some people would say, “If only | had a million dollars, then | could do so much for the Kingdom of God. Then | would serve
God faithfully.” B ut this isnot how it works! God uses aur obedience in the little things in order to accomplish great things.

“He that is faithful in that which is least is faittful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is wnjust dso in
much” [L uke 16:10].

When we are faithful in the little things when we have consistant testimony of watching over the little pieces of the puzzle, then God
can do something great with our life. But if we look at the little pieces of the puzzle and disregard it asunimportant, then we will end
up with something that isincomplete.

We need to be a people that simply will not be stisfied with something incomplete — a people that choose to “hit the mark,” a
people that have a passbn to accomplish and succeed in the purpose and destiny for which God has called them. We must realze
that each day is one more piece inthat puzzk. In spite of how insignificant these lIttle pieces may appear, we must never disregard
any detail as unimportant.

2. We Have to Be Willing to “Fight” for Our Puzzle.
God has provided for usto obtain some awesome blessings. The Bible gives us many promises to thisend. Here are a few:

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom isno
variableness,neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

“Beloved, | wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth” (3 John 1:2).

Nevertheless, Satan, the enemy of our soul, often tries to disguise these contrary circumstances and then, when we wrongly accept
what is not part of God’s plan for our lives, the devil drops garbageinto our puzzle. Thisiswhy we have to be the kind of Christians
that know how to discern when something is from God or not, otherwise the beautiful picture that God has designed for us can
become twisted and distorted into something ugly.

One example of “fighting for our puzzle” can be seen in Scripture in the life of Jacob. His name in the Hebrew literally means
“trickger” and that was how be lived. Finally, though, the time came that he had to face the very brother he had decieved. But an
angel appeared to Jacob, and he wrestled all nightlong. He knew he needed a change! In such determination he exclaimed to the
angel: “I will not let you go until you bless me” (Genesis 3224-32). That very night hisname was changed from “Jacob” into “Israel”
(which in Hebrews means“champion of God”). Consequently, hisreunion with Esau (who previously had thoughts of pursuing and
killing hisdecieving brother, Jacob!) wasbeautfully healed andresored! Thismiracle would haveneverhappened unless Jacob had
struggled with that angel!

Likewise, there may be something in our life from which we need to rid ourselves, or there may be an apect of our characterthat
needs to be changed. Or perhaps there have been unavoidable situations that have occurred in our life and we have allowed the
enemy to sow seeds of bitterness and unforgivenes — seeds that will totally distort and ruin God’s plan for our life. Whateverit may
be, we mustbe determined in our hearts not to allow the enemy to useour pastin order to destroy our future! In order for this puz4e
of our life to be completed in all its beauty as God intended it to be, then there are areasfor which we need to wrestle furiously like
Jacob until both us and our circumstances are miraculously changed!



3. God’s Grace Is Sufficient

Now there are some piecesin this puzzle of our life that just don’t seem to make any sense at all. There are thingsin life for which we
simply may not have an ansver. Life can be full of trajedies catastrophes, and other circumstances for which there isjust no natural
explanation.There are bright, sunny daysand then there are dayswhen we don’t even feel like getting out of bed in the morning. To
“walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Corinthians5:7) is all about simply trustingthe Lord in the midst of these cantrary circumstances.
Itisa place we cometo in our life where we say: “Lord, | really don’t know what isgoing onin my life! | would changeit all if | could!
I don’'t understand it and, frankly, I don’t even like it — but I'm going to love You, trust You, serve You, and believe that You love
me no matter what happens!”

The marvelous thing is that when we choose to love God and serve Him, He is well able to take adversity, trajedy, failure, and
disappointmentand turn them all around into something wonderful and beautiful! Jesusisthe One who can work all thingstogether
for good in our life! As the Bible says:

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).

| had a friend who loved to work on puzzles, but always kept a pair of sdssars next to him “just in case.” |f a puzzlepiece didn't fit
where he thought it should, then he would just cut and trim it to make it fit. He would finish his puzdes quickly and easily, but just
imagine how imbalanced and confused those final pictures were! An ear where an eye should be. A mouth where the nose should
be. No one in their right mind would want their picture to end up like that after working o hard! We should long for a life that, in the
end, that truly honors and glorifies God!

When adversity comes, our first response should be take God’s promises and fight against it. If sickness knocks at our door, we
can call for the elders of the church (James 5:14), etc. Nevertheless, there are situations that just don’'t seem to change regardless of
how much we pray and claim God’s Word..

Such was the case with Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). Many theologians have speculated as to what this
“thorn” was, but what it may or may not have been has nothing to do with the message God is speaking to us through Paul’'s
experience. In short, this“thorn” can speak to usaboutthose situationsthat just do not seem to changeor go away.Paulhad sought
the Lord to have this “thorn” situation removed, but God very simply responded: “No, Paul. My grace is sufficient for you: for My
strength is made perfect in weakness. I'm going to use this very situation to bring glory to Myself through your life.” This was an
awesome revelation for Paul and he was able to rejoice concerning his “thorn in the flesh” circumstance, knowing that there would
always be sufficient grace and that, in the end, God was going to be glorified in him! Regardlessof our “puzding” situation, God’s
grace is more than sufficiert for us!

4. Faith and Patience.

Some people have no interest in playing with puzzles shply because they don’t have the patience for it. Puzzks reauire
concentration, and the same goes for the puzzles of our lives. Not only do we have to pray, but the literal translation of Luke 11:19
is: “Ask, and keep on asking . . . Seek and keep on seeking . .. Knock and keep on knocking!” True faith by itsvery nature involves
patience. We often just want the puzle piecesto fall into place right away, but the Bible saysthat we must have patence.

In the story of Lazarus, we see that even though Jesus heard that Lazarus wassick, He did not rush to get there. When Lazarus
died, Mary and Martha surdy thought that the Lord had let them down, saying, “Jesus could have been here before our brother,
Lazarus, died, but He was’t. He just failed to show up in time. | guess it just wasn’t important enough to Jesus.” Mary and Martha
thought He was too late, but actually Jesus was right on time! We need to accept by faith that God isalways on time. He may not
be on our time schalule, but He isnever late! Rather than become desparate like people out in the world, we must fully confide in
the factthatevery word and promise God hasevermade will come to pass! There must be a res inside of us— a resful assurancethat
says, “G od will make the puzle of our life beautful —in Histime” (Ecclesiastes 311).

In the Genesis chapter 37 through 50, we can see how Joseph exemplifies a life of faith and patience. In two dreams, God gave
him a wonderfully clear promise for his life. Joseph was his father's favorite son. He had received a coat of many colors that
demonstrated hisfather’'sfavor. Due to thisextreme favor upon him, hisown brothersturned against him in jealousy, and then things
just seemed to go from bad to worse for Joseph. If we had been put into the same set of circumstances asJoseph, how many of us
would have given up in desparation: “I don’t wantto play with thispuzzle anymore! Itisjust too difficult. Please, God, give me another
puzde to work on!”

Not sowith Joseph! As the story progresseswe seeJoseph remains true to His God. Consequently, God usedthese “enemies”
and adverse situations to work out God’s promise and perfect purpose in his lifel Had they never risen up against Joseph, God'’s
purpose and promotion for Joseph could never have occurred. Later, God even useda woman'’s fase accusation against Joseph to
position him rightwhere he neededto be (in prison of all places!) in orderfor him to be raised up into God’sultimate plan of successful
leadership which preserved many, including Joseph’s own family, through a seven-year famine! Joseph remained faithful and was
careful to stand for God in spite of all these negative circumstances. It took much patience, but his waiting paid great benefits! At the
righttime — God’s time — Joseph went from prison to palace in one day!

5. We Can Change the “Picture” of Someone Else’s Puzzle!

By making right choices, by speaking the right words, by being in the right place at the right time, by showing compassion,
performing act of kindness, or by taking time to work with a person in need, we can make a world of difference in someone els€e's
life! It'sGod’slonging and glory to use usto change the end picture of another person’sthe puzzle! Never underestimate the awesome
effed we can have on the lives of others when we surender to God’s dealings and begin to allow Him to lead and direct us.

We havestudied five important areaswhich can serve to enable usto better cooperate with God’s purposeupon our life. We can
understard that it's God’s dory and God’s desire to take our life and use ewrything that has ewver happened and turn it all into
something glorious. Only God can do this! He can take the good, the bad, and the ugly — put them all together, add a bit of “salt” and,
to our amazement, it all turns out beautful to the praise of Hisglory! He wantsusto have a passion and aburden to see other'slives
changed.God wantsto useus. We haveto seewhat God isdoing in thisplace. What isthe picture of the puzle that we need to keep
our eyesupon? It'snot a man or an organization. No way! The picture isthe Word of God!

Perhaps for some of you today, it seems like your “puzde” isall in pieces with no meaning or significance of any kind. You feel totally
hopelessto find where all the broken pieces fit. Today, we proclaim to you that it is Jesus who can put all the pieces of your puzde
and life together! Receive Jesus Christ into your life today, and He will take all your puzzle piecesone by one, and turn them into some
awesome and beautiful!



