GREAT GRACE

[Message given by Pastor Joe Keenan on Sunday, April 22, 2007]

“T he earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” (G enesis6:11).

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him
at his heart . . . But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (G enesis6:6-8).

The media has tried to understand and make sense out of what has taken place this past Monday, April 16, at the campus of
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA, where one gunman shot and killed at least 33 people in two separate shootings for no apparent
reason. It was our nation’s deadliest shooting spree. Many have tried to offer an explanation for it all, but the fact of the matter is
this: there is evil that exists in this world. It doesn’t have to make sense. There is evil, but there is also good! There is a person called
Satan, and he is the enemy of our souls, but there is also one called Jesus — our Savior and the lover of our souls!

Jesus explained that in the last days the earth will be filled with violence, and it is clear that we are living in these last days.
Unfortunately, with so much evil taking place all around us, the danger is that people are becoming unsensitized to it all. In Luke 17,
Jesus compared these last days to the times of Noah and Lot:

“And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man . . . Likewise also asit wasin
the days of Lot . . . even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.”

Noah’s time was characterized by violence. In the time of Lot, we know that Sodom and Gomorrah were cesspools of perversion
and wickedness. Violence and perversion — both are signs of the last days, the times we live in right now!

Although the Bible doesn’t tell us any specifics about what was happening in Noah’s days, but we are told that the earth was
filled with violence. Nevertheless, there was a man in the midst of all that evil and darkness, a man named Noah, and this man
“found grace” to walk with God! Today this grace in abundance is available for us. If Noah could find this strength, then we can
be assured that God can manifest His grace and power for our lives also. It is His supernatural power that works within us in those
times when we just don’t have the resources and strength. There is a generation that God is raising up that will stand for the Word
of God and will find great grace to live and serve God in spite of the flood of iniquity in this world.

We must understand that the grace that now gives us strength to live for the Lord is the very same grace that reached down into
the hell-hole that we were in and lifted us up, cleansing, washing, renewing and saving us. Salvation, deliverance, and the power
to stand for God are all by the gift of grace, and this grace cannot be earned:

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God: Not of works, les any man
should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

If there were ever a church after which we should pattern ourselves, it is the church as it was first formed in the book of Acts. During
that time, most all men and women of the world were pagans, worshiping idols. For a person to make a decision for Jesus Christ,
it could mean a matter of life or death! When they made that decision they were convinced that the salvation they had obtained
offered them something far better in the life to come. Their strength and boldness is well documented in the book of Acts.

“And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great gr ace wasupon
them all.” [Acts 4:33]

With this “Great Grace” upon them, they were literally turning the world upside down. Today, if we make a decision to surrender
our life just as fully to the Lord as these apostles did, we will be able to experience this very same “Great Grace” will fill our lives
and we can turn our world upside down also! We can be sure that whatever may come our way, there is an abundance of grace
available for us to live a life that will honor God.

There was a prophet in the Old Testament that spoke about this grace. Because of their disobedience, Israel had been carried
away into captivity by the Babylonians. At the end of 70 years, as prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 29:10-11), they were allowed
to return to Jerusalem in order to rebuild it. Jerusalem had been in ruins. There were wild animals and enemies on every side. It
was a very dismal situation and a dangerous one as well. After some years, they came to a place where they didn’t have any more
resources, or even the will-power to continue due to all the adversity that was confronting them! Right in the midst that frustrating
time, Zechariah rose up and prophesied these words:

“Then he answered and sp&e unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel
thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, aying, Grace! Grace
unto it” (Zechariah 4:6-7).

God Himself was speaking unto the mountains of problems that stood before them: “O Mountain, who are you, I’'m going to flatten
you out! The bigger you are, the harder you’ll fall!” The “headstone”would be the very last stone to be putinto place to complete
their building work and through Zechariah, the Lord was promising that this headstone would be put into position with shoutings
of “Grace”! Once they received this word, the people were greatly encouraged and they were able to quickly finish the work of
restoration!

“N ot by might, nor by power . . .” We must understand that grace has nothing to do with our abilities or talents. Grace is all
about God’s strength! God’s grace enabled the Israelites to finish their building, and will be His grace that empowers us to finish
“our temple,” too!



Paul makes an interesting comment concerning grace:

“We then, as workers together with Him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain”
(2 Corinthians 6:1).

To understand this we must first understand that Jesus went to Cross 2000 years ago. He paid the price for our sins in full,
purchasing our redemption with His own Blood. All that we could ever have need of — power, strength, miracles, healing,
deliverance — has already been provided for us through what Christ did. Receiving the grace of God in vain means to know that
the grace is there, but we choose not to utilize it. If we don’t put this grace to work in our situation, we can fail in those situations.
We must “useit or loseit!”

We must be assured that there is a wealth of grace for us. There is grace to make our marriage work. There is grace to keep
us from becoming discouraged in our financial trials. There is grace to be able to keep our door closed when sin and temptation
come knocking.

In the movie, “Saving Private Ryan,” the story begins in the midst of World War II’s historic D-Day invasion. Then the film
moves beyond the beach as the soldiers embark on a dangerous special mission: Captain John Miller (played by Tom Hanks) must
take his men behind enemy lines to find Private James Ryan, whose three brothers have already been killed in combat. Faced with
impossible odds, the men question their orders. Why are eight men risking their lives to save just one? Surrounded by the brutal
realities of war, each man searches for his own answer — and the strength to triumph over an uncertain future with honor, decency,
and courage. In the end, Captain Miller, one of the last few of his men alive, is also shot. In his final dying breath, Captain Miller
makes this comment to the young man, Private Ryan:

“James, earn this! Earn it!”

Suddenly the movie then moves ahead to a time in the future where a much older Private Ryan (now a grandfather) is standing
in a military cemetery. In a heart-searching manner, he directs these words toward Captain Miller’s tombstone:

“My family is with me today. They wanted to come with me. To be honest you. | wasn’t sure how I'd feel about
coming back here. Every day, | think about what you said to me that day on the bridge. And I've tried to live my
life the best I could. | hope that was enough. | hope that — at least in your eyes — I've earned what all of you have
done for me.”

Then as Private Ryan’s wife approaches him, he speaks with a broken voice, “Tell me I've led a good life. Tellme I’'m a good man.”
To which words his wife responds very simply: “You are.” Then he offers a final parting salute toward Captain John Miller’s tomb.

What a weight of responsibility must have been upon Private Ryan’s heart throughout all those days and years of his life
following that brave and sacrificial military rescue. Yet, we have Someone who has done far more than rescue us from a perilous
war. We have Jesus, our Savior, who gave His life to rescue us from an eternity in hell, to deliver us from the power of sin, and to
provide all the grace that we could ever need for every situation of our life here on earth. How much more, knowing the ultimate
sacrifice which has been offered for us, should we live our life to its fullest, making full use of this great and abundant grace of God
in a way that would truly honor and glorify God, our Savior!
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The Movie: “Saving Private Ryan” Captain iIIer speaking to Private Ryan.



